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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, NJISSISSIPPI 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT ~ 

BOB HICKINGBOTTOM 

vs 

. , . 
' 

THE MISSISSIPPI STATE DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

PLAINTIFF 

Q.s.-J 'f/ 
DEFENDANT 

PETITION TO CONTEST AND OVERTURN THE MISSISSIPPI 
STATE DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE'S DISQUALIFICATION OF 

BOB HICKINGBOTTOM FOR THE CANDIDACY OF GOVERNOR 

COMES NOW, Gubernatorial candidate Bob Hickingbottom (Hickingbottom) and 

contests his disqualification by the Mississippi Democratic State Executive Committee 

(MSDEC) pursuant to Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-961 and 23-15-299. The disqualification was 

based on the petition to contest Hickingbottom's qualifications as filed by Jim Newman 

(Newman). The challenges to Hickingbottom's qualifications as stated in the petition were 1) 

that he had not properly filed campaign finance reports related to a 2019 candidacy for Governor, 

and 2) that he had not timely filed a Statement of Economic Interests. 

On Monday, February 13, 2023, at 3:13 pm State Democratic Party Chairman Tyree 

Irving notified Hickingbottom via email that a hearing would be held the following day, 

February 14, 2023, at 6:30 pm, some twenty-seven hours later to consider the issues raised by 

Mr. Newman and provided a copy of the letter and attachments that were to be examined. 

Disregarding the pi:oper functions of a Committee in certifying a candidate's 

qualifications, the MSDEC vQted not to certify Hickingbottom as a Democratic candidate for 

Governor stating that he i'did not meet the statutory requirements". (See Exhibit A) 

FILE'D 
MAY 03 2023 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK 
SUPREME COURT 

l COURT OF APPEALS 
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, Hickingbottom files this appeal of the decision of the Mississippi State D~mocratic Party 

Exect:tive Committee, and would show unto this Court as follows: 

PARTIES 

1. Petitioner Bob Hickingbottom is an adult resident of the City of Jackson, Mississippi and 

dul,.- qualified candidate for Govemu of the State of Mississippi. 

2. The Mississippi State Democratic Party Executive Committee is a committee among who's 

purpose is to certify candidl!tes to run in Mississippi's Democratic Party primary elections to 

be held August 8, 2023, and its Chainnan, Tyree Irving, can be served where he may be 

found in the state of Mississippi. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. This Court has jurisdiction to hear this case and venue is proper in the First Judicial District 

of Hinds County Mississippi, pursuant to Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-961 and 23-15-299. 

4. Miss. Code Ann §23-15-961 provides that upon receipt of a petition contesting the 

qualifications of another person as a candidate, the committee shal1 meet and rule upon the 

petition. At least two days before the hearing to consider the petition, the committee shall 

give notice to both the petitioner and the contested candidate of the time and place of the 

hearing on the petition. 

5. Miss. Code Ann §23-15-299(7)(b) provides the basis on which a party executive committee 

finds an individual to be qualified as a candidate, stating the committee is to find whether a 

candidate: (i) is not a qualified elector, (ii) does not meet all qualifications to hold the office 

he or she seeks and fails to provide absolute proof, subject to no contingencies, that he or she 

will meet the qualifications on of before the date of the general or special election at which 
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. . 

he or she could be elected, or (iii) has been convicted of a felony or other disqualifying;_ 

officse as dercribed in paragraph (a) of this subsection, and not pardoned. 
': 
6. The MSDEC held a hearing twenty-three hours after providing notice io Hickingbottom; and 

the issues said to be discussed at that hearing were those raised in Mr. Newman's letter, 

specificaily 2(, 19 filings of campaign finance fi,nns and 2023 filing of a Statement vf 

Economic Interests. 

7. None of the issues discussed at the hea-ing related to legal requirements to be a candidate for 

the office of Governor of the State of Mississippi as identified and stated in Miss. Code Ann 

§23-15-299. 

8. The MSDEC advised Hickingbottom by email that the committee voted to reject his 

candidacy because "he did not meet the statutory requirements", The committee did not 

state which statutory requirement was not met, and no statutory requirement was discussed at 

the hearing. 

9. Failure to provide proper notice to Hickingbottom and voting to not certify him based on 

reasons other than those contained in the petition filed by Nev.man revert the action of the 

MS DEC to an action to be considered under Miss Code Ann §23-l 5-299(7)(b ). 

10. With this petition properly filed, Hickingbottom has simultaneously filed his Cost Bond in 

the amount of Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) with two or more sufficient sureties 

conditioned to pay all costs in case his petition be dismissed. 

11. Upon the filing of the petition and bond, the Circuit Clerk shall immediately by registered 

letter or by telegraph or by telephone~ or personally, notify the Chief Justice of the Supreme 

Court, or in his absence, or disability, some other judge of the Supreme Court, who shall 

forthwith designate and notify a Circuit Judge or retired judge on senior status, to proceed to 

r 
f 
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Hinds County and deter .. nine the contest. The matter shall be tried to the trial judge, without 

a jury. After hearing the evidence, the trial judge shal I detennine whether the candidate 
, : ~ . 

whose/qualifications have been challenged is legally qualified to have his name i;iaced on the 

Democratic Party primary election ballot for the August 8, 2023, election. 

HISTORY AND FAC1 S 

12. The issues raised by Newman in his petition-:- the failure to file a statement of organization 

for Hickingbottom's 2019 candidacy and the faill're to have filed prior to February l 0, 2023, 

a Statement of Economic Interest (SOEI) - are not matters for consideration by a party 

Executive Committee in determining a candidate's qualification. 

13. The MSDEC notice to Hickingbottom of the decision of the committee fails to provide a 

specific, or a legitimate, reason for their action- only that he "did not meet the statutory 

requirements". 

14. Eligibility requirements in order to serve as Governor are included in the Mississippi 

Constitution, which requires: "The Governor shall be at least thirty years of age and shall 

have been a citizen of the United States twenty years and shall have resided in this State five 

years next preceding the day of his election." Mississippi Constitution Section 117: 

SOURCES: 1817 art IV§ 3; 1832 artV § 3; 1869 artV § 3. 

15. At 75 years of age, Hickingbottom clearly meets the "over the age of thirty years old"1 
; he is 

a qualified elector of the State of Mississippi, having been a registered voter in Hinds 

County, Mississippi for over twenty years. Having been born in Mississippi and lived his 

entire life in the United States and the State of Mississippi for over twenty years, he meets 

1 Hickingbottom was born August 27, 1947 and has lived at 3856 Noble Street, Apt 1613, 
Jackson MS 29209 for over twenty years. 
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the requirement of being a citizen of the United State, and a resident of Mississippi for over 

five years prior to August 8, 2023. Further, Hickingbottom has never been convicted of a 
/. 

felony. 

16. Hickingbottom meets all the statutory requirements to be a qualified candidate for Governor 

of the State of Mississippi. TI.~ M&DEC found that he 'failed to me~t the statutory 

requirements" but have refused to identify which statutory requirement he does not meet. 

17. For a political party to refuse to certi(v a candidate for failin1 to file a SO El prior to February 

10, 2023 - or at any time - is an improper and illegal action. Miss. Code Ann §25-4-29(1)(b) 

states that a candidate for office is, "required to file a statement within 15 days after the 

deadline for qualification for that ot1ice."2 §25-4-29(2) states that 'any person who fails to 

file a SOEI within thirty days of the date the statement is due shalJ be deemed delinquent by 

the commission. The commission shall give written notice of the delinquency to the person 

by United States mail or by personal service of process. If within fifteen days of receiving 

written notice of delinquency, the delinquent filed has not filed this SOEI, a fine of Fifty 

Dollars ........ " 

18. Based on the statutory language related to the SOEI, it was not required to be filed prior to 

February 26, 2023, and was not considered to be delinquent until March 26, 2023, and then 

only if a notice had been mailed and received by Hickingbottom on February 26th.3 

19. Further, the failure to have filed a term.ination report of a candidate's campaign finance 

reports are not found in any statute as a disqualification as a candidate for office. 

20. According to a report in the Mississippi Free Press on February 24, 2023 '·in an interview 

Wednesday morning, Mississippi Ethics Commission Executive Director Tom Hood told the 

2 The deadline to qualify for office was February 11, 2023. 
3 Hickingbottom filed a SOEI with the Mississippi Ethics Commission on 
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Mississippi Free Press that the law does not require candidates to be disqualified for failing 

to submit a statement of economic interest. ·~othing in the the law about candidate · 

qualifications would prohitft someone from taking office if they don't file a statement of 

economic interest but do get elected' Hood said, speaking generally and not directly about 

the ii,1mediate situation." 

21. In the same Mississippi Free Press article, the Mississippi Secretary of State's (Jffice 

weighed in with a statement on Tuesday: "The Mississippi Secretary of State's Office has 

never used the Statement of Economic Interest as part of its process in qualifying candidates.: 

(Attachment B) 

22. The only statutory penalty for failing to file a camp~gn finance report is found in Miss. Code 

Ann. §23-15-811 and 813, which provides for a possible fine and being found guilty of a 

misdemeanor. Nothing in the State of Mississippi Campaign Finance statutes provides for 

consideration of filing, or having failed to timely file, a campaign finance report in 

determining a candidate's qualification to be a candidate for office or for holding the office. 

23. No question has been raised at any point as to Hickingbottom being a citizen of the United 

States; a citizen and resident of Mississippi for the previous five years,a qualified elector of 

the State of Mississippi, or having been convicted of any felony. The reason given for his 

disqualification - that he ';didn't meet the statutory requirements" - was without merit or legal 

basis. The stated reason the MSDEC disqualified Hickingbottom (along with another 

African American candidate) was to eliminate competition for the party's chosen candidate. 

24. Taylor Vance a reporter for the Tupelo Daily Journal of reported on February 17, 2023, that 

Bobby Sacus, Chairman of the Mississippi Democratic Party Executive Committee's 

Elections Committee stated "that Wash and Hickinbottorn (sic) had not filed statements of 

I 
I 

r 

t 
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economic interest with the Mississippi Ethics Commissbn this year or when in 2019, 

something candidates are required to do by state law." (.\ttachment C) 

25. This statement by Bobby Sacus is the ~nly stated reason given for the MSDEC's action in 

refusing to certify Hickingbottom. 

26. The petition fild by Newman included two reasons for t~s challenge: the failure to file 

campaign finance reports from 2019 and the failure to file a SOEI. 

27. The M~DEC has not given Hickingbottom a reason for their action in refusing to ::ertify him 

as a candidate for Governor; it cannot legally be based on the facts that were included in 

Newman's letter challenge and which were purported to be the basis for the untimely hearing 

conducted in February. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

28. The Democratic Party's State Executive Committee acted arbitrarily and capriciously when 

they refused to certify Hickingbottom as a candidate for the party's nomination for Governor 

in the 2023 primary election. The reasons purportedly given to others do not include any 

statutory requirements. The statement given to Hickingbottom that he did not meet the 

statutory requirements fails to provide a legitimate or legal reason for their action. 

29. Hickingbottom is duly qualified to be a candidate for the Democratic Party's nomination for 

the office of Governor. The party determined to keep him (and it appears another candidate) 

off the baUot in order to give Brandon Presley a clear shot to the nomination without 

opposition, contrary to Mississippi statutes. 

30. Petitioner prays his name be placed on the primary ballot for Governor and this Court reverse 

the invalid action of the Mississippi Democratic Party Executive Committee and that there be 

I 

I 
( 

'·· 
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an injunction prohibiting the printing and distribution of ballots until this matter might be 

heard and decided. 

WHEREFORE PREMISES CONSIDERED, the plaint~ff sues and demands judgment against 

The Mississippi Democratic Party Election Committee requiring it to place Bob 

Hickingbottom on the Democrat,:: Primary Ballot for Governor of M,ssiss.ppi. Further, that 

the Court would enjoin the printing and distribution of ballots until this matter is heard and 

decided. 

By: 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Hickingbottom, Plaintiff 

n R. Reeves, MSB#4699 
aw Offices of John R. Reeves, P.C. 

355 South State Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 39201 
601-355-9600 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
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Cc: MS Dems Information <lnfQ@misslsslppldemocrats.org>, Tyree Irving <Urvlng@misslsslppldemocrats.Ofl?, Jim 
Newman <jimnewman42~1.com> · 

Good Morning Mr. Hickingbottom, 

This email 1, to Inform you that the Mississippi State Democratic Exewtlve Committee has. vob!d yeste~,-~ to~ 
you as a Democratic candidate for Governor. Sadly, you did not meet the atatutory requlf8rnents; lhoufd. you have any 
questJon please do not hesitate to give us a caU. 

Kind regards. 

Andre J Wagn·er 

Executive Director, 

Mississippi Democratic. Party 

Office: (601) 969-2913 

---···--· ·--------

\.\. p..: I 
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Cancel .i• .:,, Allow M11~~1fM .. 
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FOCUS: 2022 Ehctlons(httpt:/tv,ww.ml~s.slppl~~ ,l4C>lislni .. EvlaloM~~tq/evklloM) • IMSWtilllN!Sandol 

(https:/""""""'/uiull>Pffi'H-~•Jacb,n-lhur,,,/,,_.misllul~J,Abo,t!on 
{http,:/t-.mluissipPifrHl)m1.01iftag/1ba<tionl • Raca I, Rldsm (h~/www.miululpplfrHprllU.OC]/tlg/ract) • Pblldng (hllp&:,l/www.rnlubllppllrNpre5S.Cl<iftl&fl>olkt/l • 

IIICAfterltlon (hlq,,.://lllww.ntlsslulppH'retpn55.Dlif'O&/prfsonsl) 

Black Candidate Says Mississippi Dems Barred Him From 
Governor Primary to Help Presley 

• 
B't' ASHTON {HTTPS;//WWW.MISSISSlPPtFREEPRESS.ORO/AUTHOR/ASHTON-

P!TTMAN PITIMAH} i 
a FEBlttJAR'f 2.t. 2023(HTTPS'/~lSSISSIPPIFREEPRESS.ORG/OATt/2023/02/24) 

,------·-
I 
I 
i 
! 
i 
! 

s.b Hlcldngbottom,-IIN ID""' to,--i,, IN AuQVJf 20D lllaln/ppl """"°"'*' l'Dr\)'p,fmc,y, lsal!ogi,,sr-pa,ty 
J,ad,,.barrod"""'""""""""9"ra-nnllxltBralldc>ft,,,..,.,doanTi....ony~pa,rdaio,ly6om8foc4 

condidotn." HlcJdngt,ol!Om is....,,,.,. al 11M Htshobo Counl), Fair hJOJ9, when lie""' on tt,, CDnlflllllion Fattypladorm. AP 

Pl>ol,,/llt,ge/Joll Salls 

Sob Hlckin&bottom is aa:uslni th~ Mississippi Democratic Party of preventing him and another 
Black candidate, G~goryWash, from running In the primary for &!)Vernor alter part)l leedm 
declined to vote aplnst certifying eltAer man's andldac:y. 

That decision leaves Brandon Presley, a white public service commissioner from Mississippi's 
northern district, as the only Democratic candidate on the ballot for governor In the August 2023 
primaries. 

In an fntervlew with the MISS!sslppl Free Press on Tuesday, Hickingbottom accused Democratic 
leaders of wanting "to make sure that Brandon Presley doesn't have any competition, 
partlcularty from Black candidates.· Presley, who was not part of the dec1$1on-maklng process 

...... -.. 10opo,n11tour-ffi~'lffltld Hiddngbottom and Wash from the primaries, said he had no comment for this story. 

When the Mississippi Democratic Executive Co~ met on Feb. 16, t~ Dally Jou ma I repomd 
• I ' • 

opponentHro~ary~of/atti.cle_e5~-!i(~~9f~~.html) that 
:- ;/i"·.t:.-...-.i,v~;;f/ .~-.~::/-•. ~~/,_,.:;;·: -: .":.:\{1·:~--.~ · ... ·:~.:,...; .. ~~·~> .-.~_:(;;~~~ .. };~·,ti•t·~.-~;.-

----------------- ------·--
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! 
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Click 'Allow' and get the latest headlines. 

(https:/ /wwwmlsslsslppffreepress.orgJwp-content/uploads/2023/02/Brandon­
Prestey_APl 90308361!58000_AP-Photo-Rogello-V. -SoUs.J pg) 

~.fkingbottom 
f. 

f 
iial operative 
~butlna2019 
i\self as a 
~ 
k~ 

8nmdcw, lfflJ,y ..rll !w 1/w anl)'arndldve,.., IM Oemo<mtk bollotfor lltt.4ug...t 1ll2J i "Ml<flin lot--rthrpan,......i, 
IJamd taoo Ollttrehou,,,,.,. too, llllW'l! M Ml. M, :I02l. N' ~ 11 -

The party cited the fact that neither man has filed a statement of economic interest with tht 
Mississippi Ethics Commission, and also failed to do so when they ran campaigns In 2019. 
Howe11er, MagnollaTrtbune reported on Feb.19 
(https:{lmagnollatribune.mm/201J/02/19/democn,tic-ceitilicatlon-rullnc-ralses-questions/) that 
56 other Democratic candidates, Including five running for statewide offices and 51 running for 
legislative seats, have not filed the statements. The party nevertheless certified their candidacies. 

Mississippi election law (https://law.Justla.com/codes/mlssissipplno1s1title-25/chapter­
'4/article-1/sectlon-25-<4-29/l Ays candidates must file II statement of ecoflomlc Interest •within 
fifteen (15) da)/5 after the deadline for qualification for thait public office: or by Feb. 15 for tile 

current primaries. Asked about the law, an official at the Mississippi secretary of state's office 
directed this reporter to c:ontac:t the Mlssi~ppi Ethics Commission. 

Ethics cammlssJon, .s.cntaryof State Welp In 

In an Interview Wednesday momln&, Mlsslssll>Pl Ethics Commission Executive Director Tom Hood 
told the Mlssis51ppl Free Press that the law does not require candidates to be disquaUfied for 
falling to submit a statement or economic Interest. 

"Nothing in the ethics law about candidate qualifications would prohibit someone from taking 
office if they don't file a statement of economic lnterast but do get electad," Hood said, speaking 
generally and not directly about the Immediate sltuatio!L "Th ,on!; penaltle$ In the ethics law 
regarding a statement of economk Interest are fines for late filln&. and ultimately there can be a 
misdemeanor charge f13r refusing to file, but it's stlll just a fine." 

.... __ toQllliffllJo .... - .. d•vt-

... •.!· 
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/llttps://WWw.mlssisslpplfrffp,ess.o,g/wp,a>ntfnt/Upkiadt/2b22/12/To 
Judln.jpg) 

"N«Nng in th<! IIIJlia t,,. obour ~ q,.,o/iJia,lion -"'I prolliblt-t,am rati,g ala II tllqdon1 Ilka llllllffllnt 
altaJIIOll'lieilrmst b«dol/flelfflld,"~ll/llelC""''"""°"bealMOll'ealotlllffl HoodlllldllreNIMSlppl1"" l'nU 
on l'o!>. ll, l01J. Fo phoro bJ, Nil:t -Wm · 

Hood confirmed that the commission has not fined either Bob Hickingbottom or Gregory Wash. 
The law says that candidates can face fines of up to $50 per day up to $1,000 only after l'Keivlng 11 

notice of delinquency from the Mississippi Ethics Commission and continuing to fail to file the 
statement within 15 days of receipt. In a phone Interview Friday, Hltldnpttom said he has nr.ier 
received a notice ol delinquency from the commission for his past campaign or the current one. 

The Mississippi s~retary of state's office weighed In with a statement on Tuesday. 

"The Mississippi Secretary of State's Office has never used the Statement of Economic Interest as 
part of Its process in qualifying candldaw. Statutes pertaining to the penalties for failure to 
submit a Statement of Economic Interest do not provide for disqualification as a penalty," the 
statement said. 

But the office noted that, after a candidate files for election as a partisan candidate, "tht 
respective party executive committff will dettrmlne whether che eiuauticalions for those seeking 
political party nominations for the primary elections while the approprlebt elt!Ctlon commission 
wlll review the quallficatlon$ of those who have obtained th• political party nomination or have 
quallllRd as an independent for the general election." 

Hlddngbottam Threaten, Law.ult 

Since Monday, the Mississippi Free Press repeatedly asked the Mississippi Democratic Party for 
comment. Oemocnitk; Party Exe(Utive Dlrettor Andre Wa&ner told the Ml5.slssippl Free Prti$ on 
Tuesday that he believed the party had "no oomment at this time," but said the chairman, Tyree 
Irving, may agree to an Interview on WG<lnesday. By press time, though, the party had not 
arranged for that Interview despite multiple follow-up ~uests. 

In a written statement to the Mississippi Free Press on Tue£clay, Bob Hickingbottom said •1t·s 
unfair that they disqualffied me and anotherAfrlcan•Amerlcan for not filing a reportthat56 other 
Democrats haven't filed either. ... My party either has to qualify us all or none of us," he added. 

Party leaders Wagner and lrvi~ are b'\'h Black. 
/. 

Hltkingbottom said on Tuesilay he plans to file II tomplaint challenging the decision unless the 
w. ... -,.1osioOl)tl"'1n...--'1~rses course. •if this does not work, I will consider filing a cMI rights lawsuita&,11in5tthe 

Mississippi Democrat Party: he 11dded."He reiterated those plans in an interview on Friday, but 
when asked to clarify, said it would be up to lawyers to decide whether he wlll file a lawsuit In 
court or a complaint with the ethics co,:nmlsslon. 

. . l!lfal 
. ., ~- · .. <.:.~-,;4.;l"~--,.··, .•. ,.... · .... :,·, ;;i~·:·:~-
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In the state~ 
Click 'Allow' and get the latest headlines. ~ 

clclngbottom 
brought up Ret 
Gov. Delbert Ht ~~icanlt. 

~ 

"The only Rell.Ii ~ Delbert Is a 
real Democrat:. · i ~ campaign 

·•";'.'r/":@.~~~:TZ".,'1JJ-";<,.""';tt.,,. ...... - ..... ,:'.~,. ..... "~.ar~~-.. ·n·""~' 
has used lnslnuatlng witflosemannu not a real Repub(ica~~nulieerrii'at for 
Democrats, the best thing the· Democrats have going for us. Oelberr~·alrudy been reachlns out 
to the black community asldng Oemocr.ats,to cross over to the Republican Primary to help him 
beat McDaniel. · 

•eut I think that would be a mistake. I need African-American voters to vote for me once I am 
placed back on the ballot. That way I can beat Brandon Presley, and we can have real 
representation." 

4:.. •• 

(https:/ /www.mlsslssipplfreeprw.orefwp-content/uploads/2023/0l/Chrls-McOanlel-U-Gav-
Announcement3_c~-Kayode-Crown.JpgJ 

Nlsslssfl>pl s.n. Chris 1"cDonloL G llopu/J(imrr candidat2 lor u..,-,,, -· fDld.,,. Ulssm/llpl flft- lllclhelm llod no 
contoct wilfi llob lliddngboaom. 

Aftersharing his statement with the Mississippi Free Press on Tuesday, Hickingbottom also 
posted It on Facebook, where It drew the attention of Laurel leader-Call publisher Jim ceglel.skl 
(https:l/www.leader-call.com/news/lree_news/publisher-jlm-ceglelskklelbert-s+demoaat-bet­
your-hlcklngbottom-dolla r-on-ltJartlcle_a37978dc-b47b-lled-93f2-D286fcoalB5.html). The 
Jones County newspaper's publisher seized on the post in .i pro-Mo:Danlel column on Friday, 
citing it as evidence that Hosemann "is a Democrat who, just as Mr. Hickingbottom points out, 

has only run as a Republican so that he could pt elected." 

Sl!llel'lll sources who did no\ wish to speak on the record told th1t Mississippi Free P-that some 
Democratic officials believe Hickingbottom entered the Democratic primary to ensure Presley 
has an opponent in hopes of discouraging DerAocraticvoters from crossing over and voling 
against McDaniel in the GOP primary. 

When this reporter called Hlclrinat,ottom back Friday to ask him about the rumors that tie Is 
trying to help McDaniel, he categorically denied It. 

•1 don't even know McDaniel; he said. •1 don't have no icnowledse of Chris McDaniel. None, none 
w .... ~ .......... ,-~. That's a baldfac~ lie. ... I'm my own man." When reached for comment Friday, 

McDaniel also said he has not~een in contact with Hickin&bottom, but that he Is following the 
story. 

' ~ .. · ·-. ·. 
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Hickingbottom ,Constitution 
Party candldati $,t1ouble" 
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"I figured they would fight me, so I took the route to I un on the Constitution Party,• he said. "But 
many people are basically pulling for me and I need 11ll the prayers." 

Editor's Note: The Mlss/Jslppl Free Press Is cumntly appealing a Mlllllsslppl Ethics Commission 
determination that the Leghlature is not a "public body" under the state's Open MHtings Act law. 
This does not offr:ct our coW!roge of this sro,y. 
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Democrats vote to strike Brandon Presley's opponents from 
primary ballot 

' By TAYLOR VANCE Daily Journal 
Feb t7,'2023 

Northem District Public Service Commissioner Brandon Presley, speaks about the Mississippi Public Service 
Commission securing a $300 mllllon settlement with Entergy MISslssl1 pl, ... Integrated energy company on June 23. 
2022, In Jad<son. Miss. Presley. a Democrat, said Thursday, Jan. 12, 2023, that he Is running for Mlsslssfppl governor. 

Rogelio V. Solis I AP 

JACKSON - Northern District Public Service Commissioner Brandon Presley will be the 

Democratic Party's nominee for gov~mor long before the party's August primary. 
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' The Mississippi Democratic Party's executive committee voted Thursday that Presley's 
two opponents in the Democratic party primary - Gregory Wash and Bob Hickingbottom 

- did not met the requirements to run for governor, ~ccording to Bobby Sacus, the 

chairman of the party's elections committee. 

Both candidates unsuccessfully ran for statewide office during the 2019 election cycle. 

Sacus told the Daily Journal that Wash and Hickinbm.tom had not filed statements of 

economic interest with the Mississippi Ethics Commission this year or when in 2019, 

something candidates are required to do by state law. 

Presley declined to comment. 

The Daily Journal was unable to locate contact information for Hickinbottom and Wash, 

but they could appeal the party's decision to Hinds County Circuit Court. 

Wash and Hickinbottom were two little-known candidates who did not appear to have 

any serious funding or momentum behind their campaigns. . 

Wash uncessfully ran for governor during the 2019 statewide election cycle and cut a 

televised ad of him using a Barbie doll as a microphone and called himself the ·rock and 

roll governor." 

Presley is almost certain to face incumbent Republican Gov. Tate Reeves in the 

November general election. Reeves will compete against two obscure candidates in the 

Republican primary, John Witcher and David Grady Hardigree. 

taytor.vance@djournal.com. 

Taylor Vance 
Reporter 
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Taylor covers politics and government for the Daily Journal. 
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