
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI

NORTHERN DIVISION

JEFFERY A. STALLWORTH PLAINTIFF

VS. CIVIL ACTION NO. 3:16cv246-CWR-FKB

GOVERNOR DEWEY PHILLIP
“PHIL” BRYANT, ET AL.                  DEFENDANTS

and

TONY T. YARBER, Mayor of the City of
Jackson, Mississippi, on behalf of the 
Citizens of the City of Jackson, ET AL.   INTERVENOR-PLAINTIFFS

VS.

PHIL BRYANT, in his Official Capacity as
Governor of the State of Mississippi, ET AL.      DEFENDANTS

_______________________________________________________

GOVERNOR PHIL BRYANT’S AND LT. GOVERNOR TATE REEVES’ 
MOTION FOR JUDGMENT ON THE PLEADINGS 

AS TO THE COMPLAINT’S COUNTS I THROUGH IV
_______________________________________________________

Defendants Phil Bryant, in his official capacity as Governor of the State of

Mississippi, and Tate Reeves, in his official capacity as Lt. Governor of the State of

Mississippi (collectively “defendants”), pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 12(c), move for

judgment on the pleadings as to the Complaint’s Counts I, II, III and IV [Dkt. 42]:

1. On July 29, 2016, the intervenor-plaintiffs filed their eight count

Complaint attacking 2016 Senate Bill 2162 (“S.B. 2162”), passed by 2016 Mississippi

Legislature and which took effect July 1, 2016.  [Dkt. 42].  The defendants subsequently

answered the Complaint.  [Dkt. 48, 62].  

2. The Complaint’s Count I asserts federal law preempts S.B. 2162 under the
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Supremacy Clause (U.S. Const., art. VI, § 2).  Count II asserts federal law preempts S.B.

2162 under the Mississippi Constitution (Miss. Const., art. 3, §§ 6, 7).  Count III asserts

S.B. 2162’s passage violated the Mississippi Constitution’s due process provision (Miss.

Const., art. 3, § 14).  Count IV asserts S.B. 2162 violates the federal and Mississippi

Contracts Clauses (U.S. Const., art I, § 10; Miss. Const., art. 3, § 16).

3. Counts I through IV fail to state any valid legal claim against the

defendants for all the reasons.

4. The defendants’ motion is supported by the foregoing, the pleadings and

attached exhibits on file, their separately filed Memorandum of Authorities, and the

public record affixed hereto as Exhibit “1”: Federal Aviation Administration’s June 6,

2016 “Notice of Policy on Evaluating Disputed Changes of Sponsorship at Federally

Obligated Airports” (published in the Federal Register at vol. 81, no. 108 at 36144).

FOR THESE REASONS, and those set forth in their separately filed

Memorandum of Authorities, defendants Phil Bryant, in his official capacity as Governor

of the State of Mississippi, and Tate Reeves, in his official capacity as Lt. Governor of the

State of Mississippi, respectfully request that the Court enter an order dismissing

Counts I, II, III, and IV of the intervenor-plaintiffs’ Complaint [Dkt. 42] with prejudice. 

THIS the 6  day of January, 2017.th
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Respectfully submitted,

GOVERNOR PHIL BRYANT and
LT. GOVERNOR TATE REEVES

By: JIM HOOD, ATTORNEY GENERAL

By: S/Justin L. Matheny
Justin L. Matheny (Bar No. 100754)
Krissy C. Nobile (Bar No. 103577)
Office of the Attorney General
P.O. Box 220
Jackson, MS 39205
Telephone: (601) 359-3680
Facsimile: (601) 359-2003
jmath@ago.state.ms.us
knobi@ago.state.ms.us

Counsel for Governor Phil Bryant and Lt. Governor
Tate Reeves

Whitney H. Lipscomb (Bar No. 104326)
Office of Governor Phil Bryant
550 High Street
Jackson, MS 39201
Telephone: (601) 359-3150
Facsimile: (601) 359-3741
whitney.lipscomb@governor.ms.gov

Counsel for Governor Phil Bryant

Phil B. Abernethy (Bar No. 1023)
Charles E. Griffin (Bar No. 5015)
P. Ryan Beckett (Bar No. 88524)
Butler Snow LLP
1020 Highland Colony Pkwy, Suite 1400 (39157)
Post Office Box 6010
Ridgeland, MS 39158-6010
Telephone: (601) 985-4557
Facsimile: (601) 985-4500
phil.abernethy@butlersnow.com
charles.griffin@butlersnow.com
ryan.beckett@butlersnow.com

Counsel for Lt. Governor Tate Reeves

-3-

Case 3:16-cv-00246-CWR-FKB   Document 79   Filed 01/06/17   Page 3 of 4



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that the foregoing document has been filed with the Clerk of
Court using the Court’s ECF system and thereby served on all counsel of record who
have entered their appearance in this action to date.

THIS the 6  day of January, 2017.th

S/Justin L. Matheny    
Justin L. Matheny
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